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Piaggio P.108B ‘Quadrimotore’

@ The Piaggio P.108B was the only type of four-engined, mass-produced bomber aeroplane to ever join the air forces of the Axis countries during WW?2.
Piaggio's designer Giovanni Casiraghi with experience from his stay in the USA designed an all metal, low wing aircraft with retractable undercarriage iand
remotely controlled gun turrets. The P.108 project won Reggia Aeronautica's competition requesting a four-engined bomberoverthe designs of other companies,
namely Fiat, Cantand Caproni. The P.108 prototype was first taken aloft on 24 April 1939-and+he initial tests proved that the rather complex machine would need
some improvements. Further tests followed and took rather long time. Beforemid 1941, not more thatjust two production-airframes had been manufactured. The
new bombers were planned to go to unit called Grupo Bombardamento-a Grande-Raggio or Long Range-Bomb Group and to its subordinated 274a and 275a
squadriglias, only the first of which was formed in.the-end. The introduction of the new.bomber to active service was influenced in a bad way by the tragic crash of
the third manufactured airframe no-MM22003 whichhappened on'7 August 1941. Its hydraulics failed during an unsuccessful emergency landing and three of the
crew were killed,-oneof them was also Bruno Mussolini;-a great supporter of the P.108 bomber planes and also a son of Italian dictator Benito Mussolini. The
tragedy; along with some production-difficulties meant that no more than 24 P.108 of the I. and II. serie had been eventually built by the time of Italian surrender.
Deliveries of the production airframes were not regular and the 274a Squadriglia could not deploy more than eight at a time. The first combat sorties which were
primarily aimed against Gibraltar showed that the the initial version of the P.108B lacked sufficient range, even if the flights had been carried out from the island of
Sardinia. A couple of P.108 were lost en route or had to perform emergency landing on Spanish soil. The remaining airframes underwent a couple
of improvements, the overall weight of the machines was reduced, the nose gun turret was removed and additional fuel tanks had to be installed in the fuselage
bringing further reduction of the bomb load. Following the allied landing in North Africa, P.108Bs were used in night boming raids against bases in Algeria. The
274a Squadriglia still suffered continual losses of its bomber planes and the newly manufactured ones tended to come just sparsely and with long delays. After the
Allies landed on Sicily, the unit performed a couple of attack sorties against captured Sicilian ports. Even these missions saw further losses and new machines
kept on arriving irregularly. The last remaining machines were employed for night missions in July 1943 and on 7 September 1943, on the eve of Italian surrender,
two airframes made an unsuccessful night bombing raid which marked the very end of active combat service of these large four engined bombers. Then, anorder
came for all the remaining airframes to be flown over to the Allies, but due to the technical condition of the aircraft, only machine MM24325 managed to get to the
Allies and even this one would later be destroyed while being flown with US crew. The very final surviving P.108B, no. MM22005 which had been held in Spanish
internment, was scrapped in 1946.

Besides the bomber version, Piaggio also built a single prototype of the P.108A version fitted with a 102 mm cannon. The machine was successfully tested but the
requested numbers of airframes to be built kept changing still and also the low ability of the company to produce new airframes meant that the prototype P.108A
remained the only one of its type.

Two transport versions, the pressurized P.108C and unpressurized P.108T had also been built and were to be used for a transport line to South America, both of
which were in the end taken over by the military. There were six P.108C built in the total, with the Regia Aeronautica using just one airframe and all the remaining
being put to the service by Germans. The production of unpressurized and armed P.108T gave a total of five airframes and again, one of them saw service with
Italian military and all the others with the Luftwaffe, both on the western and eastern fronts. The remaining four P.108Ts were found at Munich airfield at the end of
the war.

Wingspan: 32 m, length: 22.3 m, max. speed: 430 km/h, range 3,250 km, ceiling: 8,500 m, armament: 6x .5 Breda-Safat machine guns and 2x..303 Breda-Safat
machine guns, up to 3,500 kg of bombs.
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o

Piaggio P.108B se stal jedinym Ctyfmotorovym sériové vyrabénym bombardérem letectev osy. Giovanni’ Casiraghi, konstruktér firmy Piaggio se
zkuSenostmi z USA navrhl celokovovy dolnoplodnik se zatahovacim-podvozkem a 'dalkové' oviadanymi stfelisti. Projekt P.108 vyhral v soutézi Reggia
Aeronautica poZadujici Etyfmotorovy bombardér nad-navrhy/firem Fiat; Cant a Caproni. Prvni prototyp vzlétl 24. listopadu 1939. Testy odhalily, ze komplikovany
stroj bude vyZadovat Upravy. Zkousky-se vlekly=Dopoloviny.roku1941 byly postaveny dalSi dva sériové stroje. Nové bombardéry méla dostat jednotka Grupo
Bombardamento.a-Grande Raggio (bombardovaci skupina dlouhého doletu) a ji podfizené 274a a 275a squadriglie. Vznikla vSak jen prvni z nich. Na zavadéni
P.108Bdo vyzbroje se negativné podepsalatragické havarie tietiho vyrobeného kusu MM22003 7.srpna 1941. Po selhani hydrauliky pfi nedspéSném nouzovém
pfistani zahynul velky propagator bombardéri P.108B Bruno Mussolini (syn italského diktatora Beita Mussoliniho) a dalSi dva letci. | to a také vyrobni potize
zapficinily, Ze do italské kapitulace bylo vyrobeno jen 24 kus(i bombardovaci verze P.108B, vyrobenych v I. a Il. serii. Dodavky novych letadel byly narazové
a 274a Squadriglia jich mohla nasadit maximainé osm najednou. Bojové nasazeni, zejmeéna nalety na Gibraltar ze Sardinie, ukazalo, Ze v prvotni podobé maji
P.108B maly dolet. Nékolik jich muselo pfistat nouzové ve Spanélsku nebo byly ztraceny. Zbylé stroje a dalSi vyrabéné stroje serie 1. byly odleh&eny, zbaveny
pfedniho stfeli§té a do trupu byly namontovany dal$i nadrze na Ukor nesenych bomb. Po vylodéni spojencl v Africe byly P.108B nasazeny k no¢nimu
bombardovani alZirskych zakladen. 274a Squadriglia se potykala s dalSimi ztratami a pomalym dopliiovanim novymi letadly. Proto byly v bojovém nasazeni
jednotky dlouhé prestavky. Po vylodéni spojenci na Sicilii se jednotka podilela na dtocich na obsazené sicilské pfistavy. | toto nasazeni provazely ztraty
a prestavky v dodavkach stroju. Posledni stroje byly nasazeny do noénich naletli v éervenci 1943 a v pfedvecer italské kapitulace v noci 7. zafi 1943 se dva stroje
pokusili o netispésné nocni bombadovani. To byl Uplny zavér bojového nasazeni P.108B. Zbylé stroje dostaly pfikaz k odletu na spojeneckou stranu. Vzhledem
k technickému stavu strojdi se to podafilo jen stroji MM24325. Ten byl znigen pfi letu americkych pilotd. Uplné posledni stroj byl se$rotovan v roce 1946, MM22005,
internovany ve Spanélsku.

Mimo bombardovacich strojli firma Piaggio postavila jeden prototyp verze P.108A vyzbrojené kanénem raze 102 mm. Stroj byl Uspésné testovan, ménici se
pozadavky na pocet vyrobenych kust a nizka schopnost firmy Piaggio dodavat nové stroje nakonec vedly k tomu, Ze zlistal osamocen.

Plvodné pro dopravni linku do Jizni Ameriky byla objednany dopravni verze, pfetlakova P.108C a nepretlakova P.108T. Obé byly ale nakonec pouzivany k
vojenské dopravé. Verze P.108C byla vyrobena v Sesti kusech. Regia Aeronautica pouzivala jen jeden kus, zbylé ukofistili a pouzivali Némci. Nepfetlakova,
ozbrojena verze P.108T byla vyrobena v péti kusech, historie se opakovala, jeden kus pouzivala Regia Aeronautica, zbylé Luftwaffe. Nasazeny byly na zapadni i
vychodni fronté&. Posledni Ctyfi stroje byly nalezeny na konci valky na letisti Mnichov.

Rozpéti: 32 m, délka: 22,3 m, max. rychlost: 430 km/h, dolet 3 250 km, dostup: 8 500 m, vyzbroj: 6x kulomet Breda-Safat 12,7 mm a 2x kulomet Breda-Safat
7,7mm, az 3500 kg pum.
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Barvy GUNZE/ GUNZE Golour No.

Flat Black / ¢ernd matna
Aluminium / hlinik
Black gloss / ¢ernd leskla

Verde Anticorrosione /

Leather / kiiZe

Metal Black / tmavy kov
Burnt Iron / Opaleny kov
Light Gray / svétle Seda
Tire Black / barva pneu

2x10 1x11
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SYMBOLS
OPTIONAL INSTANT CYANOACRYLATE GLUE BEND
MOZNOST VOLBY POUZIT KYANOAKRYLATOVE LEPIDLO OHNOUT
NACH BELIEBEN ZYANOAKRYLATKLEBER BIEGEN
OPTION ADHESIF CYANOACRYLAT COURBER

4% 12

H12/C33
H8/C8
H2/C2

Cockpit Green / Interiér. zelena ~ H41

H17/C29
H28/C78
H76/C61
H51/C11
H77IC137

) Light Sea Grey / sv. Sedomodra  H324/324

&

SCRATCH BUILD \_“ CUT OFF/DRILL

ZHOTOVIT NOVE I REZAT/VRTAT

FERTIGSTELLEN / ENTFERNEN
ACHEVER 4 DETACHER

(A\  coLour
GSl NATRIT

FARBEN
colours code PEINDRE
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Piaggio P.108B, MM22004, red 1, 274a Squadriglia BGR, Regia
Aeronautica, at Guidonia, Spring 1942. This profile illustrates
MM22004 as she took part in the Regia Aeronautica 19th
Anniversary celebrations on 28 March 1942.

Scheme A

A Verde Mimetico 2 B Giallo Mimetico2  C Bruno Mimetico D
Dark Green Sandy Yellow Brown
Tmavé zelena Piskoveé Zluta Hnéda
H65IC18 H79/C39 H47/C41
FS34092 FS33481 FS30215

Piaggio P.108B, MM22004, ¢ervena 1, 274a Squadriglia BGR, Regia
Aeronautica, zakladna Guidonia, jaro 1942. V této podobé se letoun
MM22004 zuéastnil oslavy 19. vyro€i zalozeni Regia Aeronautica 28.
brfezna 1942.
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Grigio Mimetico  E  Bianco F Nero 12 (opaco) G Giallo Chromo 7
Light Grey White Matt Black Yellow

Svétle Seda Bila Matné cerné Zluté

H/C317 H/C1 H12/C33 H/C329
FS36293
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Piaggio P.108B, MM22004, red 1, 274a Squadriglia BGR, at the time of her combat
deployment. On 28 July 1942 because of an engine failure, the crew of Capt. G.Semprin
and Ten. G.Cervi was forced to return back from their first bombing sortie against Gibraltar.
Next, crews of Cap. G. Semprini, Ten. G. Cervi and of Capt. Grassi, Ten. R. Gmeiner
were taking turns in the combat missions which proved to be more of a success than the
original one, until the night of 13-14 January 1943 when machine MM22004 with the crew
of Cap. G. Semprini and Ten. G. Cervi was shot down during the night raid against Maison
Blanche air base in Algeria. The other machine participating in the raid, P.108B MM24317
was shot down as well, both falling to two No 153 Sqn RAF Beaufighters.

Scheme B

c 10 A
A Verde Oliva Scuro 2 B Grigio Azzurro Chiarol ~ C Bianco
Olive Green Light Sea Grey White
Olivové zelena Svétle Sedomodra Bila
H65IC18 H324/C324 H/C1
FS34052 FS36307

Piaggio P.108B, MM22004, ¢ervena 1, 274a Squadriglia BGR, v dobé svého bojového
nasazeni. Z prvniho naletu na Gibraltar, 28. ¢ervna 1942 se vratil pro poruchu motord (piloti
Capt. G. Semprini a Ten. G. Cervi). Dalsi nélety byly uspésnéjsi, v letouny se stfidaly osadka
Cap. G. Sempriniho a Ten. G. Cerviho s osadkou Capt. Grassiho a Ten. R. Gmeinera. To
trvalo az do noci z 13. na 14. ledna 1943, kdy byl MM22004 s osadkou Cap. G. Sempriniho
a Ten. G. Cerviho sestfelen pfi noc¢nim néletu na alZirské letisté Maison-Blanche. Sestfelen
byl i druhy ucastnik naletu, P.108B MM24317, ispéSnymi lovci
byly dvé osadky Beuafighteri No.153 Sqn. RAF.
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D  Nero 12 (opaco) E  Giallo Chromo 7
Matt Black Yellow
- Matna éemné Q Zluta
H12/C33 H/C329
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Piaggio P.108B, MM24325, formerly of 274a Squadriglia BGR, USAAF, September 1943. Piaggio P.108B, MM24325, ex 274a Squadriglia BGR, USAAF, zafi 1943. Dva dny
Two days after the Allies and Italy had signed the armistice, MM24325 was flown by Ten. po podepsani pfiméfi mezi spojenci a Italii, preletél stroj MM24325, pilotovan Ten.

Gmeiner to the bases at Galatina and later to Grottaglia and handed over to the Allies. Gmeinerem na zakladnu Galatina a pozd€ji na zakladnu Grottaglia, do rukou spojenci.
The machine had some trouble with her undercarriage during the flight. At Grottaglia, Béhem preletu mél letoun problémy s podvozkem. Na zakladné Grottaglia dostal

the US insignias were painted on the airframe and despite just temporary repair of the americké oznaceni a americti piloti s nim odstartovali, pfes upozornéni, Ze oprava
undercarriage hydraulics, she was taken aloft again. On landing at Gioia del Colle, hydrauliky podvozku je jen provizorni. PFi pfistani v Gioia del Colle podvozek

the undercarriage eventually collapsed resulting in MM24325 being damaged beyond

zkolaboval a MM24325 byl neopravitelné poskozen a odepsan. /3
repair and written over.
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Piaggio P.108B, MM22005, red 8, 274a Squadriglia BGR, Regia Aeronautica, at Piaggio P.108B, MM22005, cervena 8, 274a Squadriglia BGR, Regia Aeronautica,

Decimomannu, Sardinia, July 1942. Red 8 was one of the machines taking part in z4kladna Decimomannu, Sardinie, Gerven 1942. Tento stroj je jednim z ucastniku prvniho
the first Gibraltar raid. The crew of Ten. G. Sotgia and Ten. G.Lucone managed to drop naletu na Gibraltar. S osadkou vedenou Ten. G. Sotgiou a Ten. G. Luconem sice letoun
their bombload on the target, they failed to bring the machine back however, because uspésné odbombardoval cil, ale k navratu mu nestacilo palivo. Proto pfistal na Spanélské
of lack of fuel. The crew chose to land at Spanish base of Low Alcazares where the zékladné Los Alcazares, kde byl internovan. Osadka se vrétila do ltalie. Letoun zustal
machine was interned while the crew were allowed to return home. Red 8 remained v internaci do roku 1946, kdy byl ucinén pokus pfipravit ho na let do Italie.

on Spanish soil until 1946 where an attempt to get it ready for the flight back was made. Pro $patny technicky stav byl pfelet odvolan a letoun zrusen.
Due to the poor technical condition of the airframe the flight did not materialize and

MM22005 was written off.
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