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. Blackburn Roc

V roce 1935 objednalo Air Ministry specifikacemi 0.35/35 u firmy Blackburn dvoumistny palubni stihaci letoun. Podobné jako u
pozemniho Defiantu méla mit nova stihacka vyzbroj soustifedénou ve véZi a ovladanou stirelcem. Projekt B.25 $éfkonstruktéra firmy
Blackburn ing. G.E. Pettyho tizce navazoval na piredchozi konstrukci B.24 alias Skua Mk.II . Podobné jako u Skuy slo o celokovovy
dolnoplo$nik se sklopnymi kiidly a zatahovacim podvozkem. Letoun pievzal od Skuy trup, véetné motoru Perseus XII. Jen za
kabinou pilota byl trup rozsiren, aby pojal plné oto¢nou véZ Boulton Paul MK.II se ¢tyimi kulomety. Kiidlo mélo prakticky shodny
obrys se Skuou, ale vzepéti ki'idla mélo jiny tihel. Pod trupem mél letoun vyklopny hak. Uz dlouho pi‘ed vzletem prototypu bylo 28,
dubna 1937 objednano 136 kusi. Posléze se objevily pochybnosti o0 bojové hodnoté. Air Ministry se pokusilo objednavku odvolat.
Admiralita, pod jejiZ kompetenci FAA postupné od roku 1937 do roku 1939 prechazelo, trvala na dodani série. U firmy Blackburn
byly postaveny tii prototypy L3057 az 1.3059. Prvni prototyp vzlétl 23. prosince 1938. Testovan byl jesté bez véZe, kterou dostal az
stroj L3058. Pozdéji vSechny ti'i prototypy dostaly plovaky a testovalo se na nich vodni provedeni. ProtoZe vsak byla firma
Blackburn vytiZena vyrobou stihacek Skua a pfipravou bombardéru Botha, byla vyroba zadana firmé Boulton Paul. Ta postavila
133 sériovych kust. Dostaly bojové jméno Roc MKk.I. Prvni byly vyroben za¢atkem roku 1939 a od dubna nové stroje piebiraly 800. a
803. sq. FAA. Posléze je dostaly jesté 801. a 806. squadrona. Zadna ale nebyla vyzbrojena jen Rocy. VZdy tvoFili jen doplnék
bojeschopnéjsich Skuti MK.I1. Nékteré Rocy byly sice dodany, ale jesté pired vypuknutim valky byly upravovany a $ly rovnou ke
cviénym jednotkam a jednotkam vlekaci terc¢u. Jejich vykony byly totiZ velmi nizké. Roc byl dilky stitelecké véZzi o 300 kg téZ8i nez jiz
tak podmotorovana Skua. Po vypuknuti valky slouZily tFi a tFi Rocy 801. a 803. squadrony z paluby Ark Royal a pozdéji z letisté
Hatson na Orknejich. Prakticky se nestretly s protivniky. Pozdéji, v roce 1940, byly Rocy 801. a 806. squadrony kratce nasazeny nad
zapadni Evropou. PFi tomto nasazeni doslo k jediné bojové ztraté a také jedinému tuspéchu Rocu jako stihac¢ky. Roc sériového ¢isla
L3065 dosahl ve spolupracis dvéma Skuy pravdépodobného sestielu Ju 88. V ¢ervnu 1940 byly Rocy vyiazeny od bojovych jednotek
a zarazeny k druholiniovym squadroniam a civiénym jednotkam. Dalsi pouZivaly jednotky vlekaci terci. Tricet tFi kusi chtéla
pocatkem roku 1940 prodat Velka Britanie do Finska v ramci pomoci Finsku napadenému Stalinskym Sovétskym svazem. Stroje
dostaly finské znaky a sériova ¢isla. Byly pFipraveny k piedani, ale do konce Zimni valky nebyly dodany a pak o né nebyl jiZ zajem.
niz§ich vykonu mély velké problémy se stabilitou. To vedlo k havarii prototyp L3059. Nakonec plovaky dostalo i nékolik sériovych
stroju, slouzicich u nebojovych jednotek.

Rozpéti: 14,03 m, délka: 10,84 m, max. rychlost u zemé: 312 km/h, max. rychlost ve vySce 3050m 359 km/h, operaé¢ni dostup: 5490 m,
dolet: 1303 km

GB)

To fulfill Specification 0.35/35, calling for a two seat carrier borne fighter, the Air Ministry ordered this type of aircraft from the
Blackburn Company in 1935. Similar to the land based Defiant fighter, the new fighterqs armament was to be concentrated within a
manned turret. The chief designer of the Blackburn, G.E. Petty, delivered the so called B.25 design that was closely linked to the previous
B.24 design, a.k.a. the Skua Mk.Il. The design was that of an all-metal low wing monoplane with folding wings and retractable
undercarriage. The fuselage was taken from the Skua, including the Perseus XII engine. The only modification was the widening of the
fuselage behind the pilotqs cockpit to accommodate the revolving Boulton Paul Mk.II turret equipped with four machine guns. The wing
had almost the same shape but different dihedral. The arrestor hook was mounted below the fuselage. Production of 136 aircraft was
ordered on the 28th of April, 1937, long before the first flight of the prototype. Subsequent questions arose pertaining to the aircraftqs
combat usefulness, and the Air Ministry tried to withdraw the order. Eventually, the Admiralty insisted on delivery. It is important to note
that the FAA under increasing Admiralty pressure from 1937 to 1939, relented to the insistence. Blackburn built three prototypes serial
numbered L3057 to L3059. The first prototype took off on 23rd December 1938. The prototype was tested without a turret, which was
mounted on the following prototype, L3058. Later, all three prototypes received floats for sea trials. Due to Blackburngs Skua
commitment, and preparing for production of the Botha bomber, production of the Roc was handed over to the Bolton Paul Company.
Bolton Paul built 133 production aircraft, as the Roc Mk.1. The first aircraft was produced at the beginning of 1939 and from April, the
aircraft were being delivered to No. 800 and No. 803 squadrons of the FAA. Later on, No. 801 and No.806 squadrons were re-equipped
with Rocs as well. Nevertheless, none of the above mentioned squadrons were equipped exclusively with. Rocs, which always only
supplemented the more capable Skua Mk.11. Some Rocs were delivered, but even before the outbreak of the war, they were modified and
transferred to training and target towing units. Their performance was unsatisfactory thanks to the machine gun turret; The Roc was
300kg heavier than the already underpowered Skua. When war broke out, three Rocs attached to both No.801 and No.803 squadrons
served aboard Ark Royal, and later flew from Hatson Airfield at Orkneys. They never encountered enemy aircraft. Later on, in 1940,
No.801 and No.806 squadrons Rocs were deployed over Western Europe. Only one success, and operational loss, occurred during this
period. A Roc, serial number. L3065, together with two Skuas, probably shot down a Ju 88. In June 1940, the Rocs began to be withdrawn
firom combat units and transferred to second line, training and target towing units. Because Stalings Soviet Union attacked Finland, in
1940 it was decided to sell 30 aircraft to Finland in accordance with a policy of extending help to Finland. The aircraft received Finnish
national insignia and serial numbers in preparation for delivery. They were not delivered by the end of the Winter War, and later, there
was no further interest in these aircraft. Evidence indicates that these aircraft flew in Finnish colors in Great Britain only with the
Finnish insignia obscured The floatplane Rocs were even less successful. Besides even lower performance, they experienced stability
problems that led to the L3059 prototype crashing. Eventually, several production aircraft were equipped with floats and served with non
combat units.

Wingspan: 14.03m, Length: 10.84m, Max. Speed at sea level: 312 km/h, Max. Speed at 3,050m: 359 km/h, Service ceiling: 5,490m,
Range: 1,303km.
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Blackburn Roc Mk.I, L3114/E, No. 759 NAS, RNAS Donibristle,
November 1939. The aircraft was painted with almost standard
camouflage pattern. The under wing roundels were in pre-war
colors but the upper wing’s were in wartime, dull colors. The white
s tripes on upper wing probably served for formation flight.
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FS 34096 H32/C40 50%
FS 36099

Blackburn Roc Mk.I, L3114/E, No. 759 NAS, RNAS Donibristle,
listopad 1939. Letoun nesl prakticky standardni kamuflaz, znaky
na spodni ploSe kfidla mély pfedvalecné odstiny, znaky na hornich
plochach byly jiz ve valeénych mdlych odstinech. Na horni plose
kfidla byly bilé prouzky, patrné znacky pro let ve formaci.
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Blackburn Roc Mk.I, L3075/L6R, No. 806 NAS, Hatston airfield, Blackburn Roc Mk.I, L3075/L6R, No. 806 NAS, letisté Hatston,
Orkneys, April 1940. One of the few Rocs that saw combat actions. Orknejské ostrovy, duben 1940. Jako jeden z mala se tento Roc
ucastnil bojovych operaci.
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Blackburn Roc Mk.I, L3084, No. 778 NAS, RNAS Lee-on-Solent, Blackburn Roc Mk.I, L3084, No. 778 NAS, RNAS Lee-on-Solent,
May 1940. The aircraft was over sprayed with aluminum paint. kvéten 1940. Letoun byl nastfikan hlinikovym nastrikem.
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Blackburn Roc Mk.I, RO-143, Dycen aibrbase, Scotland, 1940. One
of the Rocs that were to be delivered to Finland. The aircraft carried
standard FAA camouflage and Finnish national insignias. These
insignias were covered by linen for flight over Great Britain. The
Finnish insignias could attract the attention of anti aircraft artillery.
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Blackburn Roc Mk.l, RO-143, zakladna Dycen, Skotsko, 1940. Jeden
z Rocu pfipravenych k dodani do Finska. Letoun mél standardni
kamuflaz FAA a nastfikané finské znaky. Pro lety nad izemim Velké
Britanie byly znaky prelepeny platnem, aby finské znaky nedrazdily
protiletadlovou obranu.
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