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CZ - Historie

Letoun Fairey Firefly byl navrzen podle specifikace britské Admirality N.5/40, kterd pozadovala nadhradu za dvoumistny stihaci-
prazkumny letoun Fairey Fulmar. Pfedbézné navrhy byly vypracovany v zaii 1939 a prvni ze Ctyt prototypt vzIétl 22.12.1941. Prvni
sériové stroje Firefly Mk.I uréené pro operacni nasazeni u jednotek Britského namoiniho letectva (FAA) byly dodany v bfeznu 1943 a
do operacni sluzby se dostaly 1.10.1943, kdy byly zatazeny do vyzbroje 1771. squadrony RNAS v Yeoviltonu. Firefly byl prvnim
britskym namoinim letounem, ktery mél pohonnou jednotku motor R&R Griffon II. Instalace tohoto motoru umoznila, aby novy letoun
Firefly m¢l mnohem lepsi vykony nez jeho ptedchtidce, letoun Fairey Fulmar. Také se zna¢né zlepsilo ovladani, jak pfi startu z paluby
letadlové lodi, tak za letu. Letoun nesl i silngjsi vyzbroj, a to ¢tyfi kanony raze 20 mm. Po dokonceni tivodni vyrobni serie verze F Mk.I
(495 kust) bylo dalsich 236 kusti modifikovano na verzi FR Mk.I s radarem ASH umisténym pod motorem. Tovarna Fairey také
experimentovala s pfipravou noc¢ni stihaci verze pod oznacenim NF Mk.II, ktera méla o 38 cm delsi trup za pozarni prepazkou motoru a
kterd byla vyzbrojena radarem Al Mk.X. Prototyp se vSak neosvédcil a od vyroby této verze se upustilo. Protoze se ukézalo, ze letouny
FR Mk.I s radarem ASH jsou schopné plnit také ulohy no¢niho stihace, bylo 140 kust této verze vyrobeno pod ozna¢enim NF Mk.I.
Firefly Mk.I se osvédcily pii bojovych operacich v Evropé i na Dalném vychodé. Na evropské bojisti se Firefly s uspéchem zucastnily
fady Utocnych a a vyzvédnych operaci podél pobiezi Norska. Nejznaméjsi operaci byl titok na némeckou lod™ Tirpitz kotvici v
Altenfjordu. Teprve pii operacnim nasazeni proti Japonciim na Dalném vychodé¢ se Firefly Mk.I pIn€ osvédcily i pii vzdusnych bojich.
V bojich nad Pacifikem to byly jediné ndmoini letouny FAA, které nosily raketovou vyzbroj. Firefly 1772. squadrony byly prvnimi
britskymi letouny, které dne 24.8.1945 ptelétly nad Tokiem. Spolecné se Seafiry FR Mk.47 se staly ale i prvnimi stroji, které zasahly do
Korejské valky. Hned na pocatku konfliktu se HMS Triumph z British Far East Fleet pfipojila k americkym lodim a jeji Firefly se ihned
zapojily do pozemnich ttokd proti laviné severokorejskych komunistickych utocnikti. Diky své vyzbroji ¢tyt kanont a nosnosti a
variabilit¢ podveésené vyzbroje se v bitevni roli nesporné osvédcily. U FAA slouzily Firefly Mk.I do poloviny padesatych let. Po
ukonéeni druhé svétové valky byly exportovany do Nizozemi, Kanady, Etiopie, Thajska, Indie, Danska a Svédska.

Technicka data:

Rozpéti: 13,60 m, délka: 11,50 m, max. rychlost: 509 km/h ve vysce 4265 m, normalni dolet: 1245 km, operacni dostup: 8535 m,
vyzbroj: 4 kanony Hispano raze 20 mm, dvé bomby po 454 kg nebo osmraket (27,24 kg)

EN - History

The Fairey Firefly was designed to the British Admiralty Specifications N.5/40, which called for a two-seat reconnaissance fighter to
replace the Fairey Fulmar. The preliminary designs were completed in Spetember 1939 and the first of four prototypes flew on 22nd
December 1941. The first operational aircraft were then delivered the Fleet Air Arm by March 1943, becoming operational with 1771
Sqn at RNAS Yeovilton on 1st October 1943. With its distinctive elliptical-shaped wing and “chin” radiator, the Firefly was the first FAA
aircraft to employ the Rolls Royce Griffon II engine. This powerplant gave the Firefly much higher performance than the Fulmar and
made it easier to handle on the flight deck as well as in the air. The four 20 mm cannon armament also gave it much greater “punch” than
its predecessor. Following the initial production run of 459 Firefly Mk.Is, a further 236 were modified by fitting an ASH radar pod under
the engine. This variant became known as the Firefly FR Mk.I (R standing for “Reconnaissance”). Fairey then experimented with a night
fighter version of the Firefly, firstly producing a number of NF. Mk.II aircraft, which had a 15 inch (0.38 metre) extension between the
engine firewall and was fitted with the Al Mk.X radar.This proved to be unsuccessful and difficult to handle, so 140 FR. Mk.I aircraft
were designated as NF. Mk.I as their ASH radar proved to be suited to the Airborne Intercept role. Firefly Mk.Is proved to be efficient in
combat missions both in Europe and in the Far East. In the European Theatre of Operations, the Firefly's most notable success was on
maritime strike and reconnaissance mission along the coast of Norway. The most famous mission was against German battleship Tirpitz
in Alten Fjord, which eventually led to the RAF raid, which sank the battleship. It was, however, in the Far East that the Firefly was to
prove a very able air-to-air, flying aginst Japanese. In the Pacific Theatre of Operations was Firefly the sole FAA aircraft to be equipped
with rocket armament. Fireflies of the 1772 Sqn were the first British aircraft that on 24th August 1945 flew over Tokyo. Fireflies
together with Seafire Mk.47s became the first aircraft to participate in the Korean War. In the very beginning of this conflict British Far
East Fleet's HMS Triumph joined US Navy fleet and her Fireflies were immediately deployed in attacks against North Korean
Communists' ground targets. Mainly thanks to their four cannons and versatility of the external weapons' storage they proved to be more
than well suited for this role. Firefly Mk.I served with FAA till the first half of 1950s. After the end of World War 2 were Fireflies
exported to Netherlands, Canada, Ethiopia, Thailand, India, Denmark and Sweden.

Technical Specifications:

Span: 13.60m, Length: 11.50m, Maximum speed: 509 km/h at 4,265m, Norma Range: 1,245km, Service Ceiling: 8,535m, Armament: 4
20 mm Hispano cannons and either two 454 kg bombs or eight 27,24 kg rocket projectiles.
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Fairey Firefly FR Mk.l, No.601, Cisarské etiopské letectvo, 1951, Letoun 601,
plvodne MB434 byl repasovdn u firmy Fairey a spolecné s dalsimi osmi kusy
doddn z Velké Britdnie. Dalsi Firefly Etiopie koupila od Kanadly. Z Britdnie
dodané Firefly byly nastrikdny shora poustnimi barvami RAF, predstavuji ve
zbarveni Firefly naprostou vyjimku. Pozdgji byly vrtulové kuzely etiopskych
Firefly pretfreny Cervenou barvou.
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Fairey Firefly FR Mk.I, No.601, Imperial Ethiopian Air Force, 1951. Aircrarft 601,
originally MB434 was refurbished by Fairey and fogether with 8 other
machines delivered fo Ethiopia. Additional machines Ethiopia acquired
from Canada. The machines delivered from UK featured RAF desert
camouflage on upper surfaces; this made an exception in the Firefly
camouflages. Later in the service were the propeller spinners of the
Ethiopian machines paintedred.
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Fairey Firefly FR Mk.l, 11-28, No. 860 squadron, Marine-Luchtvaartdienst
(Nizozemské krdlovské ndmorni letectvo ), Java, Holandskd vychodni Indie,
1946. Povrch stroje 11-28 nesl znacné zndmky oprav (patrné zdkladovou
zeleno-Sedou barvou) a byl silné uspinén. Podepsalo se na nem intenzivni
nasazeni proti mistnim separatistdm a teroristim.

Fairey Firefly FR Mk.l, 11-28, No. 860 squadron, Marine-Luchivaartdienst
(Dutch Royal Navy Air Force), Java, Dutch East India, 1946. The surface of the
machine 11-28 sported marks of significant repairs (probably by the base
green-grey colour) and was heavily soiled. This was mainly caused by
extensive deployment against the local separatists and ferrorists.
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Fairey Firefly FR Mk.l, PP426/VG-ABJ, No. 826 Squadron, Royal Canadian Fairey Firefly FR MKk.l, PP426/VG-ABJ, No. 826 Squadron of Royal Canadian

Navy (Kanadské krdlovské ndmornicivo), 1948. Navy, 1948.
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Fairey Firefly FR Mk.l, SF-2, zdkladna Don Muang, Royal Thai Navy (Thajské
krdlovské ndmornictvo), 1951. Stroj je v pvodnim markingu, v jakém byl
doddn. Jiz ve stejném roce byly Firefly preddny Royal Thai Air Force(Thajské
krdlovské letectvo).
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Fairey Firefly FR MKk.l, SF-2, Don Muang Air Base, Royal Thai Navy, 1951. The
aircraft sports original markings as of its delivery, in the very same year the
Fireflies were delivered to Royal Thai Air Force.
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Fairey Firefly Mk.4/5 Korean War Blackburn Skua Mk.II
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FOUR DIFFERENT GRIT
OF SANDING PAPERS ON
ONE SANDING STICK.

ALL OF THE ABOVE ITEMS CAN BE FOUND AND ORDERED
VIA OUR OFFICIAL WEBSITE AND E-SHORP......................... WWW CMKK I TS COM
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